NexTrex launches plastic bag, film drop-off directory

Phase 1 of the online portal has locations listed across the entire U.S. and
includes acceptable items, with the company saying it is actively working
to add more locations.
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In an effort to address “increasing concern” related to plastic bag and film
recycling, Winchester, Virginia-based Trex Co. has launched the NexTrex Plastic
Recycling Drop-Off Directory, an online searchable portal the company says is
dedicated to connecting “eco-minded Americans with Trex recycling partners in
their local communities.”

“With locations in all 50 states, the nationwide directory fills gaps in the
marketplace, offering a comprehensive resource that empowers individuals to
contribute to a greener planet by diverting plastic bag and film waste from
landfills and waterways,” Trex says in a news release.

Through the NexTrex Plastic Recycling Drop-Off Directory, users can input their
city, state or zip code to find NexTrex recycling partners in their area. Phase 1 of
the directory currently includes approximately 10,000 drop-off sites nationwide,
and Trex says new locations will be added as more retailers join the NexTrex
program.

The directory also invites users to suggest alternate locations and provide
feedback for program improvements.

“Plastic film is a tricky material that cannot be recycled in curbside bins with
other recyclable materials, such as paper, cardboard and glass,” says Stephanie
Hicks, materials and recycling programs manager at Trex. “The NexTrex program
offers a simple way for people to dispose of flexible plastic waste responsibly
and confidently. When you drop off plastic bags and film at a NexTrex recycling
location, you know exactly where those materials are going and how they will be
used.”


https://www.recyclingtoday.com/author/marissamcnees/

Trex produces decking and railing products made with recycled content,
processing recovered plastic film into flakes at its manufacturing sites in
Winchester and Fernley, Nevada. The flakes are combined with reclaimed
lumber to make composite decking, railing and other outdoor items. The
company has a third manufacturing facility in Little Rock, Arkansas, expected to
come online in 2026.

“This directory reinforces Trex’s involvement in the entire recycling process, from
the collection and processing of plastic film to the creation of sustainable
outdoor living products,” says Dave Heglas, senior director of recycled materials
at Trex. “Unlike other retail recycling programs, we actively manage the process
from start to finish to ensure the plastics that are dropped off at our partner
locations successfully make their way to Trex where they are given new life as
beautiful and sustainable Trex decking.”

The NexTrex directory is currently the only searchable platform for film recycling
after the Film Drop-Off Directory managed by Sonoma, California-based Stina
Inc. was removed in late 2023.

“We are proud to be a successful proof-of-concept that, when done properly
and mindfully, plastic recycling is absolutely viable and not a myth,” Hicks says.
“Our goal is to make the world a better place one plastic bag at a time.”

Participating stores in NORTH CAROLINA
Food Lion

Harris Teeter

Harveys Ingles

Kohl’s

Kroger

Lowes

Piggly Wiggly

Sprouts Farmers Market



https://nextrex.com/view/findadropoff#jsfdir
https://www.recyclingtoday.com/news/film-drop-off-directory-goes-dark/

Acceptable items for the NexTrex Program
(All plastic must be clean, dry and free of food residue)

+ Pallet wrap & stretch film

+ Grocery bags

+ Bread bags

+ Case overwrap (as in a case of bottled water)

* Dry cleaning bags

+ Newspaper sleeves

+ Ziplock and other resealable food storage bags

* Produce bags

* Product wrap (as in bundled paper towels, tissue rolls, etc)
+ Retail bags

+ Air pillows

* Bubble wrap

+ Plastic shipping envelopes

+ Electronic product wraps

+ Plastic films labeled with #2 or #4 recycling symbol (polyethylene films)
* Ice bags

+ Wood pellet bags

+ Salt bags

+ Cereal box liners

NON-ACCEPTABLE ITEMS FOR THE NEXTREX PROGRAM

Frozen food bags

Candy bar wrappers

Chip bags

Net or mesh produce bags
Degradable/compostable bags or film packaging
Pre-washed salad mix bags

Pet food bags

Hot dog or meat wrap packaging
Six-pack rings

PPE- Gloves, masks, or protective wear
Pool covers

Lamination film

Silage and hay bags

Backyard ice rinks

Vinyl shower curtains or tablecloths
Bedding or linen packaging

Shiny, crinkly films like floral wrap



